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State cases may be plateauing 


Volume of patients admitted to hospitals has flattened, officials say 


By Sam Tabachnik 
and Jessica Seaman 
The Denver Post 


Colorado continues to see a 
slowing, and even a plateauing, of 
novel coronavirus cases as social 
distancing and the effects of the 


come into view, while the volume 
of patients being admitted to hos- 
pitals has flattened, state health 
officials said Tuesday. 

The news comes three weeks 
after Gov. Jared Polis’ order, 
which closed nonessential busi- 
nesses and provided strict guid- 


statewide 


stay-at-home order 


ance on when people should be 


leaving their homes. The gover- 
nor, along with health experts, 
cautioned that the effects of the 
mandate would lag, with new 
cases and deaths still increasing 
during that time. 

At least 329 people now have 
died of complications related to 
COVID-19, the highly infectious 


illness caused by the virus, state 
health officials said Tuesday. 

A total of 1,556 people have been 
hospitalized in Colorado, though 
UCHealth officials for the first 
time released recovery data from 
their network of hospitals, show- 
ing more than 370 people who re- 
covered from the illness have 
been sent home. Top health offi- 
cials on Tuesday said statewide 


recovery data should be available 


sometime this week. 

Nearly 8,000 people have now 
tested positive for the virus, even 
as state officials say a lack of mass 
testing means the actual number 
is likely four to 10 times higher. 

But despite those numbers con- 
tinuing to climb, health officials 
on Tuesday said social distancing 
has been working, leading to a 
flattening of the curve that has 
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BREWING THROUGH THE SLOWDOWN 


he owner of Pug Ryan’s Brewery 

in Dillon, John Jordan, top, and 

assistant brewer Jacob Sherman 
can a batch of Helles Blonde Bock beer in 
Summit County on March 13. The brewery 
closed its dining room and bar, but still is 
able to offer takeout food and beer Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. Right, Jordan 
shuffles aluminum cans. Summit County is 
one of the hardest-hit areas in the state by 
coronavirus-caused unemployment. 
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Denver 
projects 
loss of 
$180M 


CFO: Hit could be 
worse than first year 
of Great Recession 


By Conrad Swanson 
The Denver Post 


Denver is expected to lose an 
estimated $180 million this year as 
the coronavirus pandemic rages 
across the country, surpassing the 
city’s losses from the first year of 
the Great Recession, said Chief 
Financial Officer Brendan Han- 
lon. 

City officials and department 
heads are working on a range of 
cost-saving measures to close the 
gap. Mayor Michael Hancock and 
Hanlon agree that limiting cuts on 
city services and employees are 
top priorities. But during the re- 
cession such cuts couldn’t be 
avoided, and Denver saw employ- 
ee furloughs alongside belt- 
tightening in parks, social servic- 
es and law enforcement agencies, 
among other services. 

Some city projects could be halt- 
ed or canceled, and indeed fur- 
loughs are on the table, though as 
a last resort, Hanlon said. Depart- 
ment heads have been asked to 
find 7.5% worth of cuts in their 
budgets, prioritizing measures that 
wouldn’t hurt resident services. 
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What day is it? You’re 
not the only one asking 


By Alan Yuhas 
© The New York Times Co. 


A little more than a week 
ago, a local news anchor in 
Cleveland, Todd Meany, got a 
call from his producer about 
an unusual problem created by 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Nobody could remember 
what day it was. What could a 
local newscast do? 

Create a morning show seg- 
ment, of course, with a dash of 
1970s-style game show music: 
“What Day Is It?” 


The segment quickly took 
off on social media, and Meany 
started receiving grateful mes- 
sages from people in regions 
and countries very far from his 
station, Fox 8, in northeastern 
Ohio. But just like Cleveland- 
ers, his new fans were staying 
inside, working from kitchens 
and taking virtual classes — 
stripped of life’s usual rhythm 
by the coronavirus pandemic. 
They had lost track of the time, 
too. 

“In this free-form, kind of 

DAY » 8A 


COLORADO 


MISTRIAL DECLARED 
IN KILLING CASE 


Coronavirus has a role in judge’s 
ruling involving Dreion Dearing, 
charged in the shooting death of 
Deputy Heath Gumm. »2A 
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MOUNTAIN AREAS 
ARE HIT HARD BY 
UNEMPLOYMENT 


Unemployment claims show 
job losses are especially high 
in resort communities and the 
northern Front Range. »13A 
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Suit: Guard beat artist 
who waited for train 


By Elise Schmelzer 
The Denver Post 


Denver artist Raverro Stin- 
nett left a gala just after mid- 
night on April 20, 2018, and 
walked to Union Station to 
catch a train home. 

When Stinnett left Union 
Station three hours later, he 
had a brain injury from being 
beaten in a bathroom by a pri- 
vate security guard working 
under a contract with the 


Regional Transportation Dis- 
trict, a lawsuit filed Tuesday in 
federal court alleges. Stinnett 
was unarmed and suspected of 
no crime. 

The guard’s assault high- 
lights how lax hiring standards 
and inadequate training from 
the security contractor, Allied 
Universal Security, create a 
culture of unaccountability 
and an unofficial police force 
with much less use-of-force 
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